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Data Sheet 3:04 - Lifetime Costs: 

To provide an accurate guide to heating system running costs, all factors must be considered such as purchase & 

installation prices, annual fuel costs, system maintenance, servicing and life expectancy. 

The electric heating industry has made significant developments of late, notably more modern appliances like the 

Kalirel radiator and towel rail ranges which provide superior control and efficiency aswell as more flexible electricity 

tariffs like Economy 10 by Scottish & Southern Energy.  

In addition, whilst the cost of gas has traditionally been less expensive per unit than electricity, the current trend of 

increases has seen this margin reduce dramatically. In some cases, this is reported as much as a 38 point higher 

increase in the percentages of gas over electric increases (Energywatch  statistics). 

Typical UK 3 Bedroom Cavity Insulated House Oil LPG  Gas Kalirel 

Electric 

Purchase and installation costs (Typical UK average)                                          (7 x 

Kalirel radiators total 7.75kw / gas boiler + 7 rads & controls / Lpg boiler + 7 rads & 

controls / Oil boiler, storage tank + 7 rads & controls. Includes hot water cyclinder) 

£6500 £5000*    

*excludes 
LPG tank 

hire costs  

£4500 £3500 

Yearly fuel costs (Typical UK average for heating & hot water) £950 £950 £600 £750* 

Annual maintenance & servicing costs (Typical UK average) £140 £140 £120 £0 

Life expectancy (Heating industry estimates) 10 years 10 years 10 years 15 years 

Total yearly running costs (Fuel costs + maintenance & servicing) £1090.00 £1090.00 £720.00 £750.00 

Lifetime cost per year (yearly running cost + purchase & installation costs / 

lifetime) 

£1740.00 1590.00 £1170.00 £983.33 

As the table above shows, the yearly difference between running costs for gas and electric systems is very little. 

However, the actual lifetime costs per year clearly show that a Kalirel Electric Heating System is the lowest costing 

option.  

*Kalirel yearly fuel costs are based on the system being installed in accordance with manufacturers instructions, with radiators 

individually programmed for time and temperature to best suit room usage. 
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